
Welcome	to	Greenland,	New	Hampshire	
	

Greenland	is	 located	in	Rockingham	County,	New	Hampshire.	 	 It’s	bounded	on	the	northwest	by	Great	
Bay	and	located	south	of	Portsmouth.		One	of	the	earliest	settlements	in	the	State,	Greenland	was	a	parish	
of	 Portsmouth	 (then	 known	 as	 Strawbery	 Banke)	 operating	 in	 1638.	 	 Captain	 Francis	 Champernowne	
moved	from	Strawbery	Banke	in	1640	and	settled	in	the	area	of	the	present	Portsmouth	Country	Club.		
Although	 it	 was	 originally	 going	 to	 be	 named	 CANARY,	 Captain	 Champernowne	 named	 his	 farm	
GREENLAND.		His	extensive	landholdings	included	a	farm	which	is	now	the	Town	of	Madbury,	named	for	
his	ancestral	home	in	Devon,	England.	
	
Residents	 requested,	 and	 were	 granted,	 a	 separate	 parish	 in	 1706.	 	 In	 1710,	 Captain	 Samuel	Weeks	
constructed	 a	 substantial	 brick	 house,	 thought	 to	 be	 the	 oldest	 brick	 house	 still	 standing	 in	 New	
Hampshire.		It	survived	the	earthquake	of	1755;	only	the	18”	thick	beams	that	supported	the	structure	
were	cracked	during	the	quake.		Greenland	would	incorporate	in	1721,	and	annexed	parts	of	Stratham	in	
1805	and	1847.	
	
Centrally	 located	 between	 the	 White	 Mountains	 and	 Boston,	 minutes	 from	 the	 beaches	 and	 I-95,	
Greenland	 is	 a	 vibrant	 community	 that	 retains	 a	 small	 town	 feel	 with	 some	 agricultural	 areas	 still	 in	
production.		Over	the	last	several	years,	we’ve	seen	growth	in	residential	and	commercial	properties	in	
Town.	 	 According	 to	 the	 2010	 census,	 Greenland	 had	 a	 population	 of	 3,549	 residents	 and	 is	 now	
approaching	3,700.				
	
Many	 of	 our	 residents	 volunteer	 to	 serve	 on	 various	 community	 organizations	 and	 Town	 boards,	
committees	and	commissions.	Residents	take	pride	in	the	degree	of	civic	engagement	demonstrated	by	
means	of	participation	in	local	activities	and	are	dedicated	to	preservation	of	a	semi-rural	environment.				


